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Jesus Is… February 7, 2016 
Colossians: Ancient Truth for a Modern World (part 3) by Dr. Scott F. Heine 

Recap 

The ancient city of Colossae. A crossroads quickly being 

swept away in the shadows of rising cities around it as the 

Roman Empire’s power continues its historical, grotesque 

bloating across all of Europe in the 1st century. 

Gathered in the homes and shops and courtyards of the 

city were new Christians — mostly raised under the 

influence of Greek academics and pagan myths, but perhaps 

some with connections to Jewish roots far away on the 

eastern side of the Mediterranean. 

They were people who had sought to make a life for 

themselves. To determine their own purpose. To choose a 

destiny. To make their lives count for something… hoping to 

find love and satisfaction and peace along the way. But, like 

every other person who walks this planet — pursuing those 

same familiar ideals in those same familiar ways — it didn’t 

work. As all truly authentic, humbled, and self-introspective 

people discover, the world just isn’t satisfying. 

Lives are filled with mistakes. Regrets. Secrets and 

shame. Confusion from the countless conflicting messages 

that drone on from people who seem to have figured it out… 
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or figured something out, at least… leaving those ancient 

Colossians like most of the world today: secretly hoping for 

something more. Maybe not even realizing it. 

And there, in the ancient city of Colossae, just like this 

morning in this converted warehouse in Virginia, gathered a 

group of people who heard the story of miraculous events — 

of a God who actually loves us, who desires us, and who 

entered our world so that we might know him. Like most of 

us, those Colossians put their faith in the teaching and 

actions and miracles of a carpenter’s son from Nazareth… 

who proved over and over that he was much more than he 

seemed. And they staked their destiny — their purpose, their 

lives — on the truth that Jesus lovingly embraced all the 

judgment we deserve for our failures and sins, fulfilling the 

requirements of justice, and allowing us to be reborn as new, 

innocent, holy, chosen children of God Almighty… knowing 

that what has begun in our spirits with genuine new life will 

one day be completed in our hearts and eventually even in 

our bodies as we embrace the invitation to spend forever 

with our Heavenly Father in a new world, free from pain, 

free from doubt, and filled with indescribable, infinite joy. 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians — which I began sharing 

with us several weeks ago (before the interruptions of 

blizzards and hospitals ) — is a timeless message to all of 
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us who have embraced this journey. It’s an ancient truth for 

a modern world. 

In Paul’s introduction, we’ve already seen his 

excitement for the Colossians (and all of us who follow 

Christ) because we have been radically transformed by 

God’s grace. He prays that we will grow in our wisdom and 

understanding of who we are now — the incredible, 

breathtaking honor of being the handiwork of God and 

representing Christ. And Paul prays, 

May you be strengthened with all power, according 

to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in light. (Colossians 1:11–12 ESV)  

All Because of Jesus… 

And, as Paul’s letter continues, he points out that it’s all 

because of Jesus. Not you. Not me. Not some religious 

tradition. It’s simply all about Jesus. 

If it’s been a while since you’ve come to a stop and 

simply gazed into the truth of who Jesus is and what that 

means to you, then hang on to your hats. Because as Paul 
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writes his letter and mentions that it’s all about Jesus, he 

begins to gush. Big time. 

He writes to us — those he honors with the mind-

blowing title of “holy ones” and “saints in light” — because of 

what Jesus has done. 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 

Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins. (Colossians 1:13–14 ESV)  

I once was lost, but now am found. I once was blind, but 

now I see.  

 I once was a slave to my own inadequacy, my own 

appetites, my own shame, hidden away beneath the 

masquerades and the lies of life, regretting my 

failures and avoiding the disgust of my sin. I was a 

citizen of darkness, broken, desperately trying to 

make something satisfying out of my life but, at best, 

merely deceiving myself as I marched toward the 

inevitable grave. 

 But now I’m free. I’m reborn. I’m someone new. Christ 

has transferred me from my old, dark dominion to a 

brand new kingdom. His kingdom. A kingdom not 

measured by geographic borders or managed by 
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competitive politics, but manifested in love and grace 

and relentless hope. 

Which launches Paul into his epic portrait of who Jesus 

is… 

He Is KING 

Jesus is King. Proclaimed the heir of God’s dominion and 

the throne of David at his birth, bowed to by shepherds and 

magi alike, terrifying the powers-that-be while still an infant. 

Ah… but such a kingdom. Not at all what the world 

expected. And difficult to explain to those who are stuck in 

this world’s way of thinking. As Jesus told Pilate, a man who 

thought he held power… 

“My kingdom is not of this world…” Then Pilate said 

to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 

say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and 

for this purpose I have come into the world—to 

bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the 

truth listens to my voice.” (John 18:36–37 ESV)  

He is the King of all kings, as Paul wrote in another of 

his letters to the Christians in Ephesus, 
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…Far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, 

not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
(Ephesians 1:21 ESV)  

Jesus isn’t our King because we choose to believe in him. 

I know in our crazy political season we sometimes think that 

the people decide who gets to govern us. That may be how 

we’re trying to figure out things here on earth, but it’s not 

how God’s transcendent kingdom works.  

Jesus is our King — our Lord, our Master, the Sovereign 

over all our lives (whether we choose to believe it or not, 

whether we hail him with worship and praise or not, 

whether we serve him with honor or not). He’s our King… 

simply because that’s who Jesus is. And, one day… 

…At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord… 
(Philippians 2:10–11 ESV)  

He is RESCUER 

And our great and glorious King, the Majesty who has 

made us “saints in light,” extends his infinite grace and 
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passion for us by becoming not only our Lord but our 

Rescuer as well. For Jesus is… 

…God’s beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13–14 ESV)  

Two really cool words there. 

 “Redemption.” A word in Paul’s language that refers 

to setting someone free. Releasing them. Liberating 

them. Paying a ransom so that they no longer belong 

to that old, cruel, deceiving, destroying, devil of a 

master. No more debt owed. No more bondage. A 

totally new beginning. And that’s what Jesus has done 

for us… He’s our Rescuer. 

 Then there’s “Forgiveness.” Literally set free from a 

painful past in a relationship. Released from the hurt 

and bitterness, the demand for justice, the fear of 

consequence. Our sins — all of them, even the ones 

we hope nobody every finds out about and the ones 

we haven’t even discovered yet in our life’s journey 

— all of our sins are forgiven. They’re gone. 

Forgotten. Never to be held against us again… 

because of Jesus. That’s what he’s done. He’s our 

Rescuer from all guilt and shame forever. 
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He is GOD 

Oh, but Paul is just warming up. As we read his words, 

he’s absolutely determined that you and I will be blown 

away by all of who Jesus is… and the implications for our 

own sense of identity and our daily experiences. 

He is King. He is Rescuer. He is Redeemer and Forgiver. 

And then comes Paul’s big bombshell: 

He is the image of the invisible God… (Colossians 1:15 ESV)  

The “image.” The εἰκών [eikōn]. The “portrait” of God. 

Wanna know who God is? Check out Jesus. The invisible God 

made visible… just so that we might know him. 

As the disciple, John, said, 

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 

the Father’s side, he has made him known. (John 

1:18 ESV)  

And as Jesus explained to Thomas, 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. If you had 

known me, you would have known my Father also. 
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From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
(John 14:6–8 ESV)  

Philip didn’t get it, so Jesus clarified — God in Christ, 

Christ in God, proven by the miracles, revealed in the 

passion and the truth and the constant string of changed 

lives stretching from Galilee throughout the ages all the way 

to you and me here today. 

“I and the Father are one.” (John 10:30 ESV)  

Couldn’t be much clearer. And even those who rejected 

Jesus — religious people who were so stubborn with their 

sense of self-sufficiency and know-it-all pride — they knew 

full well what Jesus was saying. 

“…You, being a man, make yourself God.” (John 

10:33 ESV)  

God. Man. Absolutely. All of it… in some uncanny, 

unfathomable miracle. The Lord of the universe, the 

Almighty himself, loving us so much that he entered our 

world to reign over our lives with delight, to rescue our 

spirits with power. 

If Jesus was not God, then there’d be no point to us 

gathering this morning. He wouldn’t be a big deal at all — 



Page 10 of 19 

just some other Middle Eastern religious guru who lied his 

way through life, conducted his ministry in poverty, 

manifested impressive parlor tricks for thousands, but 

ultimately was martyred and left to historical obscurity. 

Ah, but that’s not what happened, is it? History itself has 

proved otherwise. No ordinary man. No religious leader. 

Nothing less than God with us… “Emmanuel.” And that 

changes everything. 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 

by the word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3 ESV)  

And this is the spectacular truth at the heart of our faith. 

So whether it’s that poor confused couple knocking on your 

door with a free copy of some Watchtower magazine and a 

re-written Bible identifying Jesus as “a” god, or whether it’s 

the sprawling expanse of frustrated, angry zealots seeking to 

convert the world (or destroy it) with the broken idea of 

Jesus as merely some mortal prophet (second to their own), 

we cling tight to what God himself has revealed about 

himself. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58 ESV)  
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(I still stumble, out of breath, dumbstruck at the idea 

that God — God! — knows me and loves me and lives in me. 

I’ve met some impressive and important people during my 

few decades on this dustball we call earth. But I spend every 

moment of every day with God himself. We all do… whether 

or not we embrace that extraordinary honor and revel in his 

presence.) 

He is CREATOR 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation. (Colossians 1:15 ESV)  

For by him all things were created, in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:16 ESV)  

Before there was time itself, he was. “I AM,” he called 

himself… because his very existence transcending time and 

space can’t be captured in some long string of words. 

Ah, but his words — “Let there be light!” — and nothing 

turned into something. Let there be stars and galaxies 

whirling through cold silence. Let there be a planet with rock 

and ocean, mountains and flowers, birds that fly and fish that 
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swim and all manners of remarkable, artistic masterpieces 

crawling about. 

And let the dust of that world be filled with breath, 

shaped into man and woman, given the extraordinary 

potential of reflecting the image of God in some small way — 

his intelligence, his creativity, his awareness of more to the 

universe than what meets the eye. 

And as those men and women join the wondrous 

symphony of creation — life coming together to create new 

life, generation after generation — wherever their stories 

take them, even to whatever man-made thrones and 

authorities and political offices they might establish in an 

effort to organize their chaos — Jesus is still sovereign above 

it all. Even thrones or dominions… “all things were created 

through him and for him.” 

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. (Colossians 1:17 ESV)  

Physicists today see the world held together by gravity 

and electrical forces, decreasing in strength inversely with 

the square of the distance between two objects. And they see 

the world held together by “strong” and “weak” nuclear 

forces acting only at mind-blowingly short distances. The 

nucleus of an atom containing positively charged and neutral 
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particles, where mutual electrostatic repulsion between like-

positive protons would drive the nucleus apart — literally 

rendering all of creation into chaos and oblivion — if not for 

the “strong” force which somehow binds it all together. 

Meanwhile, the great thinkers of our world — scientists 

and philosophers throughout the ages — have searched 

creation in vain for what some call The Theory of Everything: 

one mathematical formula or uniting principle that explains 

all reality. What is making it all work? Even the brilliance of 

a man like Stephen Hawking, after investing a life in search of 

answers and writing his musings that go way beyond my 

understanding, are left searching creation in vain. 

That’s because they’re searching creation instead of 

seeking the Creator — the one who not only holds the atoms 

of the world in perfect balance, but who holds our very lives 

in his attentive care.  

He is the glue. The gravitational center of our existence 

— not just in a physical sense, but in the total sense of who 

we are. Why we’re here. Why things happen. And we can 

spend our entire lives repulsing ourselves as far away from 

the Center, the Divine, Jesus… reaching out to the chaos and 

disorder and heartache of a broken world… or we can just 

surrender, let go, and be drawn into him. Drawn into his 

peace and sovereignty, his love and forgiveness, his heart 

and life for us forever. 



Page 14 of 19 

He is FIRST 

Because it’s all about Jesus. Your life, your purpose, your 

future… it all comes down to Jesus. 

You may spend your days pursuing all sorts of dreams, 

hoping to fashion an experience with your life that you find 

satisfying. Minimizing the failures. Overcoming the 

disappointments. Celebrating the fleeting moments of 

seeming triumph by posting happy pictures on your 

Facebook page, or hanging parchments of accolades on your 

office wall, or trying to clutch the memories of your growing 

family even as they march slowly away into their own 

destinies without you. 

You can chase after anything and everything… or you 

can chase after first-things-first. You can chase after Jesus. 

Because… 

And he is the head of the body, the church. (Colossians 

1:18 ESV)  

Our first. We’re his people. It’s never about us; it’s 

always about him. We’re a “church” — an ἐκκλησία 

[ekklesía] — a gathering of people called out for something 

more wondrous than what this world has to offer. 
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(I was thinking about this as we prepare for our annual 

Church Family Meeting next week, with some really huge 

decisions and challenges before us. And I was thanking God 

that Hope is a place where it’s about Jesus. I’ve been in 

religious gatherings where people use the foolish tools of 

politics to sway people toward some well-intended human 

agenda, manifesting itself in boards and committees, 

competition and voting, as if the collected wisdom of a bunch 

of humble, broken people could accomplish the agenda of 

the Almighty by their own wisdom. But here at Hope, as we’ll 

see next week, it’s not about figuring out what we want to 

do; it’s about embracing the adventure that God wants for us. 

It’s all about Jesus. He is our head. He is our first. We belong 

to him.) 

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent. (Colossians 

1:18 ESV)  

Jesus is first. Oh, certainly, of the new, eternal life that 

awaits all of us who place our faith in him. New, resurrected, 

incorruptible, everlasting, prepared for a new creation — a 

new heaven and new earth, free from all sadness and evil 

and death forever. 

But being “firstborn” is more than just his resurrection. 

He is “firstborn” in his preeminence. The Son of ultimate 
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honor. The heir of all glory. The newness of life itself, for he 

is the very Creator of life. 

All life. All healing. All forgiveness. All new beginnings… 

they start with him. Whatever you’re going through — 

whatever chaos you’re stumbling across, whatever death 

you’re seeking to escape, whatever answers your heart 

craves — your journey to new life begins with Jesus. 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:19–20 ESV)  

Our Response 

Can you hear Paul’s enthusiasm as he writes on and on 

about who Jesus is… and why the reality and identity of Jesus 

is at the very core of all existence? 

Jesus is “reconciling to himself all things in earth of 

heaven.” This broken world. Us broken people. Invited to 

rise above it all, free and forgiven, holy and blameless, 

hopeful and eternal. 

Oh, sure, we can waste away our years with the 

distractions of the mundane — collecting our trinkets and 
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treasures, filling our minds with diversions and 

entertainment, somehow trying to do for ourselves what 

only Jesus can do. Trying to give life meaning. 

Or we can be reconciled. You and me. Us and God. 

Bound together in grace and glory for all eternity.  

 No longer distressed by the bad news of the nightly 

broadcast or discouraged by the pettiness of humans 

bickering for power.  

 No longer wounded by the failures of others, but 

pouring out the same forgiveness we’ve received in 

abundance so that they might be set free as well. 

As Paul writes, 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in 

mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his 

body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 

holy and blameless and above reproach before 

him… (Colossians 1:21–22 ESV)  

Now live! Live out that truth. Live out that redemption. 

Live out that holiness. Live out the very life of Christ, the 

Breath of God in you, your spirit and his Spirit bound in 

mystery and miracle.  

It’s who you are… all because of who he is. 
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And we will experience all of this — life and adventure 

and satisfaction and power and even the very righteousness 

and holiness of Christ himself…  

…if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 

steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 

that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 

creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 

became a minister. (Colossians 1:23 ESV)  

Unwavering. Uncompromising. Stubbornly faithful. 

Disciplined and self-sacrificing. Clutching to the confidence 

and hope of the good news that has been proclaimed to us.  

Hey, there are storms ahead, folks. There were for those 

plucky Colossian Christians 2000 years ago, and there are 

for us today. I’ve read the end of the story. I’ve seen where 

the world is headed. God gave us a glimpse into what lies 

ahead… and it’ll get worse before it gets better. 

But we didn’t buy tickets for a pleasure cruise to 

warmer waters where the world serves us and makes us 

happy. We’ve signed on to a great ship that will sail through 

the turbulent waters of a troubled world, reaching 

overboard with the compassion of Christ — the very 

compassion and redemption that we’ve experienced — 
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beckoning friends and neighbors to come on board, to be set 

free from shame, to begin a new and everlasting life. 

And, folks, it’s going to cost us. It certainly cost the 

Colossians, and it definitely cost Paul. In fact, as we’ll see 

next time, Paul’s very next words talk about “rejoicing in his 

sufferings” for the sake of sharing Jesus with a world that 

doesn’t want him but that needs him desperately. 

Reaching the world with God’s love and grace cost Jesus 

his life. So it shouldn’t surprise us that it will cost us our lives 

as well — our old habits that we leave behind, our old goals 

that were leading us nowhere, our old fears and greeds and 

self-sufficiencies. 

But that’s okay. Because it’s not about us. It’s all about 

him. It’s all because of Jesus we’re alive. 

To him be the glory, today and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER  •  SONG: All Because of Jesus 

 

 


