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Last Words March 13, 2016 
Colossians: Ancient Truth for a Modern World (part 8) by Dr. Scott F. Heine 

Last Words 

On January 14, 1957, actor Humphrey Bogart uttered 

these rather significant words: “I should never have switched 

from Scotch to Martinis.” Significant words? Yes, indeed… for 

they were his last. 

On October 14, 1977, Bing Crosby finished his life with 

this statement: “That was a great game of golf, fellers.” 

Oscar Wilde died in 1900 with these words: “Either 

that wallpaper goes, or I do.” 

In 1946, H.G. Wells finished with, “Go away. I’m 

alright.” 

On July 4, 1826 (the 50th anniversary of the Declaration 

of Independence), John Adams’ last words were something 

like, “Thomas Jefferson… still survivies…” — not knowing that 

earlier that same day his rival, Jefferson, had already died 

with farewells to his servants as his final words (though his 

last recorded words were asking if it was, indeed, the 4th and 

the anniversary of independence). 
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“Pardon me, sir. I did not do it on purpose.” (Marie 

Antoinette, when she stepped on the foot of her executioner 

on the way to the guillotine.) 

“Hey, fellas! How about this for a headline for 

tomorrow’s paper? ‘French Fries’!” (Spoken by convicted 

murderer, James French, to the reporters gathered to watch 

his execution at the electric chair.) 

“I’m bored with it all.” (Winston Churchill, just before 

slipping into a coma and never waking.) 

“All my possessions for a moment of time.” (Queen 

Elizabeth I) 

“God will pardon me; it’s his line of work.” (Heinrich 

Heine, the poet. [I had to get that one in there. ]) 

Writer Joseph Addison ended his life with these words 

to his stepson, the Earl of Warwick: “See in what peace a 

Christian can die.” 

But actress Joan Crawford finished with this statement 

to her housekeeper, who had begun to pray aloud: 

“Dammit… Don’t you dare ask God to help me.” 

 

You know, there are whole books out there that are 

nothing but quotes of famous people’s final statements. 
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Famous last words — we’re fascinated by them… as if they 

are the most important statement a person can make in his 

life. Goodbyes. Farewells. The final memory left behind… 

and, perhaps sometimes, the first hint of what is to come. 

They make us sit up and pay attention. 

And that is exactly Paul’s intent as he writes his final 

words in his letter to the Christians in the town of Colossae. 

Paul was writing them from prison, facing his own eventual 

martyrdom. He never had a chance to visit Colossae; he was 

writing to people he had never met, but whom he loved all 

the same. He knew that the years ahead of them would be 

difficult, but he also knew that the opportunities for sharing 

God’s love and grace amidst the challenges would be 

enormous.  

So he offered them his last words. (Well, actually, he 

tagged on a whole bunch of final postscripts to the end of his 

letter following his closing statement — things like, “Dr. Luke 

sends his greetings,” and “I’m sending your faithful brother, 

the slave Onesimus, with this letter” [you can read all about 

him in Paul’s more intimate letter to a guy named 

Philemon], and “After you’ve read this letter, share it with 

the folks over in Laodicea. They’ve got a letter for you to read, 

too.”) 
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Paul’s Last Words 

And Paul’s final final words to the Colossians — his 

personal postscript — were written in his own large, 

somewhat illegible handwriting, saying “Remember my 

chains. May God’s grace be with you.” 

But the last thought he leaves with the Colossians — his 

final encouragement at the end of this letter that we’ve been 

studying on Sundays for the past two months — are a few 

simple sentences about the influence Christians will have on 

the world around us. 

Here’s what he wrote… his last words & final 

instructions: 

Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and 

a thankful heart. (Colossians 4:2 NLT)  

Pray for us, too, that God will give us many 

opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan 

concerning Christ. That is why I am here in chains. 

Pray that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I 

should. (Colossians 4:3–4 NLT)  

Live wisely among those who are not believers, and 

make the most of every opportunity. Let your 

conversation be gracious and attractive so that you 
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will have the right response for everyone. (Colossians 

4:5–6 NLT)  

That’s it. Short and straightforward. 

The Context 

And it’s helpful to remember the context of Paul’s final 

thoughts for the Colossians here. 

Remember that he’s been encouraging them to hold 

tightly to the truth that they’ve been taught — the 

supremacy and sufficiency of Christ… Christ the Creator, 

Christ the King, Christ the Redeemer who has saved us 

from the consequences and bondage of our own sin and set 

us free as his ambassadors to the world, as “saints in light,” 

as people who have experienced his love and transforming 

power, whose sins have been forgiven, whose lives have 

been made new and holy, and who experience each new day 

“in him.” 

He’s warned us against anyone who might try to draw 

us away from the simple, powerful truth of our new identity 

in Christ — especially those who come with clever 

arguments, philosophies, and man-made religious traditions 

that would place human beings in positions of authority 

when we’ve been invited to come directly to Christ and live 

in him. 



Page 6 of 21 

Paul has cautioned us to steer clear of sensual sins and 

social sins — removing our old ways of thinking and our old 

behaviors like tattered rags so that we can put on new 

attitudes and behaviors that reflect the truth of Christ in us. 

And all of this leads to Paul’s big “takeaway” 

instructions — his final thoughts to everyone who has read 

this letter. 

Devoted in Prayer 

Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and 

a thankful heart. (Colossians 4:2 NLT)  

Considering everything Paul has said about the 

supremacy and sufficiency of Christ — that we are saved by 

Christ alone, not by our own efforts, and that we experience 

victorious living because of our focus on Christ, not by 

striving harder and relying on ourselves — it’s not 

surprising that the big “takeaway” involves our connection 

to God. 

Be devoted  (προσκαρτερέω [proskarteréō])  to prayer. 

Literally, “continue to do this with intense effort, and despite 

any difficulties.” “Persist in prayer.” “Be firm.” “Persevere.” 

This is our big takeaway task, and it echoes back to what 

Paul has been saying throughout the letter.  
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 In order to be saved, be “in him.”  

 In order to be righteous, live “in him.”  

 In order to recognize the truth and steer clear of 

deception, be rooted “in him.”  

 In order to change the world around us, be 

empowered “in him.” 

So it makes sense that we would remain stubbornly 

committed to talking to him. 

This is certainly not a new idea. It’s what Paul wrote to 

the Christians over in Thessolonica: 

Never stop praying. (1 Thessalonians 5:17 NLT)  

And to the Christians in Rome: 

Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. (Romans 

12:12 NLT)  

Which is exactly what Jesus taught as well: 

Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they 

should always pray and never give up. (Luke 18:1 NLT) 
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Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and 

a thankful heart. (Colossians 4:2 NLT)  

Interestingly, Paul began this letter with a conversation 

about prayer — how he never stops praying that followers 

of Christ will grow in our knowledge and understanding of 

who Jesus is and who we are in him. 

Now he tells us to never stop praying — to devote 

ourselves to prayer. Why? Because we’re being sent into an 

ever-darkening world as “saints in light” with the message of 

hope and forgiveness and new life. We pray because we’re 

on a mission. 

I like the way John Piper describes prayer: “Prayer is not 

designed as an intercom between us and God to serve the 

domestic comforts of the saints. It’s designed as a walkie-

talkie for spiritual battlefields. It’s the link between active 

soldiers and their command headquarters, with its unlimited 

fire-power and air cover and strategic wisdom.” i

As much as I flinch at the combative language when it 

comes to reaching others with the good news of God’s grace, 

it really is fitting… especially considering all the threats and 

                                      
i Sermon on May 29,1988, entitled “Walk in Wisdom Toward Those Outside,” reprinted here. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/walk-in-wisdom-toward-those-outside
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deceptions Paul has been talking about throughout his letter 

to the Colossians.  

We’re on a rescue mission, folks. Having received grace, 

it’s our task to share grace. It’s that simple. As Jim Meyers 

pointed out in our presentation on our upcoming new 

facility, that’s why we’re embarking on that adventure. The 

project isn’t to build a new home for ourselves, but rather to 

establish a more effective platform — or “base of operations,” 

if you like Piper’s thoughts — from which we can connect to 

our community and introduce them to God’s life-changing 

love. 

And we’re not about to accomplish that mission on our 

own. By ourselves, we’re just a bunch of humbled, broken 

people still in the process of surrendering ourselves to God 

and being transformed. But “in him” we are living mysteries 

— the very presence of Christ’s new life reaching out to 

others and drawing them to him. 

So “devote yourselves to prayer.” 

Alert in Prayer 

And be “alert” in our prayer. Literally, be “wide awake” 

or “watchful” as we pray  (γρηγορέω [gregoréō]). Following 

Piper’s word picture here, prayer is communicating with our 

Commanding Officer while in the midst of enemy territory. 
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Don’t grow complacent. Don’t nod off. Don’t take our relative 

comfort for granted. 

The enemy has lots of weapons at his disposal. Paul has 

already talked about the lies of empty philosophies and 

man-made religious rules and rituals. Before long, the people 

of Colossae would be threatened by the weapons of hatred 

and violence from Rome, all in an effort to silence the 

message of life in a new kingdom. 

But sometimes the weapons of the enemy are more like 

the Poppies of Oz. Remember the old story? Mentioned in 

L. Frank Baum’s first story in 1900, we’re told,  

“All across the meadows, many poppies blossomed, 

and that were so hypnotic and brilliant in color they 

nearly dazzled Dorothy's eyes… Now, in the magical 

Land of Oz, it is a well-known fact that when there are 

many of these flowers together their odor and 

fragrance is so strong and so powerful, that anyone 

who breathes it in instantly begins to fall asleep, and 

if the sleeper is not carried away from the deadly 

scent of the blossoms, they sleep on and on forever 

and ever until their dying day.” 

Having our physical, sensual, tangible desires satisfied 

in our 1st-world context is very much like strolling through a 

meadow of these poppies. We can quickly grow complacent. 
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Selfish. Drowzy. We might even forget that we’re on a rescue 

mission — that all of the relationships God brings into our 

lives are actually opportunities for us to reflect the character 

and invitation of Christ. The enemy doesn’t really care if 

we’re crushed and wounded in some emotional ditch 

somewhere, nursing our wounds, or if we’re merely sound 

asleep in our own complacency… as long as we’re not 

intentionally building relationships, sharing our story of how 

God changed our lives, inviting people to come and discover 

his love and grace for themselves, pouring out compassion to 

those around us, etc. As long as we’re not making a 

difference in the world. 

So Paul tells us to be devoted to prayer — continually 

talking to God, focused on him, and being wakeful, 

watchful, fully alert. 

Why? Well, there’s something life-changing about 

prayer. I’m not saying that prayer is “God-changing;” 

personally, I think prayer has more to do with bringing our 

own minds into conformity with God’s than trying to get God 

to go along with whatever plans we set before him. But when 

I come before God and begin praying for my friend to 

discover grace and hope, something begins to change in me. I 

find myself looking for opportunities to share my story, or to 

demonstrate what mercy and forgiveness look like, or to 
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invite him to check out what God is up to at my church, or 

whatever. 

The more time I spend talking to God, the more I find 

myself listening for his leading, the more I begin thinking 

like him, the more I begin doing the very thing that Christ 

did… the task to which we’ve all been called: 

“Go everywhere and announce the message of 

God’s good news to one and all.” (Mark 16:15 MSG)  

Thankful in Prayer 

Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and 

a thankful heart. (Colossians 4:2 NLT)  

And when I’m passionately devoted to prayer, when I’m 

talking to God with an awareness of his purposes and how 

they unfold in my circumstances and relationships, I talk to 

God “with thanksgiving.” 

This is kind of a recurring thought throughout Paul’s 

letter to the Colossians: 

We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:3 NLT)  
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May you be filled with joy, always thanking the 

Father. He has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in 

the light. (Colossians 1:11–12 NLT)  

Let your roots grow down into him, and let your 

lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow 

strong in the truth you were taught, and you will 

overflow with thankfulness. (Colossians 2:7 NLT)  

Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your 

hearts. For as members of one body you are called 

to live in peace. And always be thankful. (Colossians 

3:15 NLT)  

Whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God 

the Father. (Colossians 3:17 NLT)  

Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and 

a thankful heart. (Colossians 4:2 NLT)  

Remember that Paul is writing from prison… and he’s 

actually thankful for the opportunity to share God’s love with 

his jailers and the other prisoners. He’s also eager for us to 

be thankful for whatever opportunity God gives us as we 

carry out our mission and share the Lord’s love with others.  
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After all, Paul knows that the Colossians (and the 

Christians that will follow) will face some really tough 

opposition, just like Paul did. But, as we pray, as we are fully 

awake and alert, we realize that no matter what the situation 

seems like, God remains in control. The battle belongs to the 

Lord. Victory was already accomplished at the cross. The 

outcome is inevitable for all who’ve pledged themselves to 

Christ. And, if we’re reaching out to others as an expression 

of our new life in Christ, God will open doors and accomplish 

the unexpected. Our prayers are quickly filled with 

statements like, “That was great, God.” “Wow, look what you 

did there, Lord. That’s awesome.” “Thank you, Father, for 

using me to accomplish something amazing for your glory.” 

Purpose in Prayer 

And as we pray persistently, watchfully, and 

thankfully, we also spend our time with God talking to him 

purposefully. 

Pray for us, too, that God will give us many 

opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan 

concerning Christ. That is why I am here in chains. 

Pray that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I 

should. (Colossians 4:3–4 NLT)  



Page 15 of 21 

Paul is not telling the folks at Colossae to pray any 

differently for him than they are for themselves. He simply 

wants to be part of the family, the team, the “battalion of the 

faithful” (if you will). 

Pray with purpose. Pray for possibilities. Pray for the 

proclamation of the message. Partner with others in this 

extraordinary honor and endeavor that’s been entrusted to 

us by the Lord. 

Because, you see, when we’re praying with the purpose 

of Christ — for ourselves, for others — we start investing 

ourselves in the task of connecting with others. All sorts of 

man-made agendas quickly fall away. It’s not about winning 

an argument or convincing a stubborn soul. It’s not about 

growing a church like we’d grow a business. It’s not about 

feeling better about ourselves (in fact, it’s not about us at 

all!). Instead, it’s about God’s glory, and inviting people to 

share in God’s glory, and allowing the infinite love of God to 

pour out and touch more lives. 

By the way, Paul really gets this whole idea of praying 

and partnering for the common cause of Christ. We’ve 

already seen how praying for others resonates over and over 

through his letters, along with being led to a sense of 

profound gratitude for what God is doing. 
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But just consider all the other people Paul mentions 

throughout the letter to the Colossians. Even though Paul is 

in prison, there’s no sense that he’s going this alone. 

 At the very beginning of Colossians, Paul says that his 

letter isn’t just from him, but also from Timothy (his 

apprentice and partner). 

 Just one paragraph into it, Paul mentions his buddy 

Epaphras, who he calls “beloved” and a “fellow 

servant.” By the end of the letter, we learn that 

Epaphras is one of the Colossians who… 

…Always prays earnestly for you, asking God to 

make you strong and perfect, fully confident that 

you are following the whole will of God. I can assure 

you that he prays hard for you and also for the 

believers in Laodicea and Hierapolis. (Colossians 4:12–

13 NLT)  

See? Even Epaphras is modeling this whole devotion 

to watchful, thankful, purposeful prayer and 

partnership with others. 

 Oh, and speaking of the believers over in the towns of 

Laodicea and Hierapolis, Paul is linking them with 

the Colossians here, having them exchange 

correspondence and make a connection beyond their 
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local fellowship — much the way we partner with 

other ministries here at Hope. We’re all in this 

together, with each of us making the most of the 

unique strengths and resources and opportunities 

and circumstances God has given us. 

 But there are more. By the time the letter to the 

Colossians is over, Paul has mentioned… 

 Tychicus (a beloved brother, faithful minister, 

and fellow servant) 

 Onesimus (once a slave, now a faithful and 

beloved brother) 

 Aristarchus (a fellow prisoner with Paul) 

 Mark (the cousin of Barnabas) 

 Justus 

 Luke (the physician and gospel author) 

 Demas (who, unfortunately, we learn later 

deserts Paul) ii

 Nympha (who hosted a church in her home 

over in Laodicea) 

                                      
ii 2 Timothy 4:10 
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 And Archippus, whom Paul refers to as a 

“fellow soldier” iii and is told in this letter to 

“fulfill the ministry [he has] received in the 

Lord.” 

There are literally a dozen people mentioned by name, 

plus all the Christians in two neighboring towns, plus all the 

followers of Christ who would one day read this letter 

(including you and me). Paul is making sure that we 

understand we’re part of something much bigger than our 

own contribution to the cause, so our prayers won’t be 

focused only on ourselves but on our brothers and sisters 

here and around the world. 

Walk and Talk 

Which leads to Paul’s final instructions. His concluding 

thought. His last words. “Walk and talk.” 

Live wisely among those who are not believers, and 

make the most of every opportunity. Let your 

conversation be gracious and attractive so that you 

will have the right response for everyone. (Colossians 

4:5–6 NLT)  

                                      
iii Philemon 2 



Page 19 of 21 

Live wisely. Literally, “walk in wisdom”  (Ἐν σοφίᾳ 

περιπατεῖτε [en sophía peripateíte].  

Don’t isolate ourselves from the outside world. Don’t 

hide away in our sanctuaries, filled with judgment and 

condemnation, thinking we’re safe from the schemes of the 

enemy. You can’t win a battle by hiding out in the bunker. So 

“live wisely among those who are not believers” (Paul uses a 

word meaning “outside” [ἔξω]). Build contagious, 

compelling, compassionate relationships with people 

outside of our faith, and depend upon the perspective and 

leading of God — the wisdom of Christ at work in us — to be 

living revelations of grace and hope. 

All the while, “seasoning our speech with grace” (as Paul 

puts it). As we walk in wisdom, we talk with grace. Not 

argumentatively, because people don’t begin a relationship 

with Jesus by losing an argument. Instead, we listen carefully 

and answer the questions that the world puts to us — 

questions provoked by what they see in us as Christ’s 

ambassadors, his “saints in light.” 

Conclusion 

Look, the opportunities around us are plentiful. People 

need the Lord. It’s that simple. We have discovered life, and 

it’s up to us to share that life with others. 
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Even in the next couple of weeks, God makes it easy for 

us with cultural holidays such as Easter. It’s easy to invite a 

friend to join you for church on Easter Sunday, and maybe 

share lunch with them afterwards. (Hey, if you’ve been at 

Hope for even a short while, it’s a safe bet that we’ll be 

talking about good news and resurrection and new life 

that day, right?) 

Not that we have to wait for a special occasion. Paul 

doesn’t pray for the world to come to us in order to see God’s 

wisdom and righteousness in action, and to hear our 

message seasoned with grace. The Lord compels us to take 

the initiative.  

For Paul, this was such a driving passion that it formed 

his final words to the believers in Colossae. 

You know, there was a moment during the nearly three 

years that the disciples traveled about with Jesus. They had 

been his students and apprentices, and even his assistants 

with the swelling crowds. 

But all along Jesus was preparing them to carry on what 

he had started. And, at some point, it was time for them to 

get out of the classroom. It was their turn to tell the story of 

grace. So Jesus assigned 72 of them (yeah, there were more 

than just the 12, you know… ) — he assigned them to pair 

up and spread out to the towns all over Israel. 
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Jesus’ instructions to them began with these simple, 

passionate words (and I’ll leave you with this thought 

today): 

“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So 

pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 

him to send more workers into his fields. Now go…” 
(Luke 10:2–3 NLT)  

 

PRAYER   •   SONG: Your Great Name 


